THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
the Treaty of Wedmore begin to accept the Catholic faith, to be
baptized, and to enter into European civilization. This happens
under the Wessex King, Alfred. After Alfred for about a
hundred years (the tenth century, 901-1000) there was a period
during which the country from which these heathen pirates had
come (which to-day we call Norway and Denmark) turned
Christian, largely through the efforts of Englishmen. But hardly
had the Danes become Christian and begun to be civilized before
their kings tried to establish themselves in England as Christian
rulers. This second part of the business begins with the battle
of Maldon in 991, and it goes on until the death of the last
Danish King in England in 1042. Up to Maldon it was a
struggle of our civilization with barbarians who threatened its
destruction, but after Maldon there was less distinction of
civilization and barbarian, and it was rather a struggle as to who
should be kings of England and enjoy the revenues of the
government of the country—in which struggle Danish chieftains
made themselves the masters. But from about rooo onward the
Danes were Catholic, like everybody else, and if they had
established themselves permanently no great harm would have
happened to England, though the country would have remained
of little weight in Europe. The life-and-death struggle, therefore,
was in the early part, in which English civilization very nearly
went down again as it had gone down three hundred years
before when similar pirate raids were sweeping the country.
Nature of the Danish Invasions. This new batch of
pirates, whom the English called Danes but who on the Con-
tinent were usually called "men from the North" or Northmen,
were never very numerous.
They were bands of adventurers starting out from the fjords
—that is, the deep, narrow mountain bays of Norway—and also
from Denmark, coming over the sea before the north-east winds
in fhe spring, with no idea but raiding and looting. We have
already seen what this trouble was like when dealing with the
end of Roman Britain. The pirates came in boats which held on
the average about fifty fighting men, though a very large boat
might hold eighty. Even a big swarm of them would hardly
bring as many as 8000 fighters. But as there was no organized
force with which to meet them, nor any warning' of their
approach, and as at first their only object was to destroy and
rob, they could do great damage. The reason they came so late
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